Hilde Merete Aasheim appointed new CEO of Hydro
Hilde Merete Aasheim, currently head of Hydro’s Primary Metal business, has been appointed new president and CEO of the company. She succeeds Svein Richard Brandtzæg,
who has stepped down after ten years. The appointment will be effective 8 May 2019.
“Based on her unique combination of broad industrial experience, commercial instinct and
strong leadership skills, Aasheim is the perfect fit as Hydro’s new CEO,” says Dag Mejdell,
chairperson of Hydro’s board of directors. “With more than 30 years of experience from
Norwegian and global industry and an impressive track record of industry-leading improvement and change processes, Hilde has what it takes to further strengthen Hydro’s
position as a world-leading aluminium company,” says Mejdell.
Aasheim is currently executive vice-president and head of Hydro’s Primary Metal business
area, a position she has held since 2008. She has worked within industry since the start of
her career, including in Elkem, Statoil and Hydro, where she has spent 12 years altogether.
She has previously chaired the global industry association International Aluminium Institute
and the Federation of Norwegian Industries and been board member of construction and
civil engineering company Veidekke and fertilizer group Yara.
“I am honoured, and I very much look forward to leading Hydro into the next chapter, together with 35,000 competent and engaged colleagues around the world,” says Aasheim. “I
am confident that we have what it takes to turn a current challenging situation, for Hydro
and for the global aluminium industry, into opportunities that will build the company for the
future.”
Svein Richard Brandtzæg,, who became the CEO of Hydro in March 2009, has decided to
step down after ten years as chief executive. Brandtzæg has been working in Hydro for 33
years and will remain with the company until the end of 2019. He will act as an advisor to
the new CEO and Hydro’s technology board.
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